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PROTESTATION 
0F THE GEN ERALL 


Aſſembly of the Kirke of 
Scotland, &c. 


= E Commiſſioners from Preſ- 
byrerics, Burghcs, and Uni- 
F verſitics, now conveened,and 
yet ficring in a full and free 
Aſembly of the Kirke of 
Scothnd, indifted by his 
Majeſtic , and gat roge- 
| ther in the name of the Lord 
leſus Chriftthe only Head and Monarch of his own 
Kirke; And We Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, 
Miniſters, Burgeſſes and Commons, Subſcribers of the 
Confeſrion of Faith, Make it known; that where We 
His Majeſties loyall SubjeQs of all degrees, confi. 
dering and raking ro hearr the many and grear inno- 
vations and corruptions lately by the Prelats and 
theiradherenrs introduced into the dorine , wors- 
ſhip, and diſcipline of this Kirke , which had been 
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mean to try theſe inno- 
= the corruptions, and ſertle the 
ford! of the Kirke , for the good _ religion , a 
honour of the King, apdrhe comfort and peace 
the Kirk and Kingdome: Ir pleaſed his gracious Ma- 
jeſtic outofhis Royall bougey , 'to dirt unto this 
Kingdome , the N >bleand Porent Lord James Mar- 
ques of H anemildous , with Commiſſon to hear and 
redreſſe the juſt grievances ofthe god ſubjects:who 
by mapy petitions. and frequent conferences, being 
fally informed of the abſolute necefſiry of a free ge- 
mon 4 Aſſembly, as the only judicatory which had 
power roermeds thle vil was ed to under- 
ns of a voyage to England for 
- wo condition of our Kirk to his ſacred Maje- 
ſti; And the ſaid Commiſſioner his Grace returned 
Auguſt laſt , with power to indian Aſſem. 
Ke. with the ae of ſuch prelimications, 
2x didboth deſtroy the freedome of an Aſſembly, 
and could no waycs cure the preſent diſcaſes of this 
Kirk. Which was made ſo clearly ap to his 
Grace, that for ſitisfying the reaſonable defires of 
the Subjc&s, groaning under the wearineſſe and pre- 
judices of longſome attendance, He was again plea- 
ſed to under-rake another journey to His Majeſtic, 
and promiſcd to endcavousto obtaine a free Gene- 
rall Adembly , without any prelimication, cicher 
of the conſtitution and members , or matters robe 
treated, or manacr, and order of proceeding : my 
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hars ( whereof the power of rewling 
Cie as @ ro WaSCex 

ſamine greateſt cauſes of His ryſing and 
going from the Aſſembly ) The ſamine ſhould be 
of Jcognoſced, judged,and — the Aſſembly, 
[a- Jas the only judge competent. accordingly by 
1s | warrant our Sacred igne rerurned to 
ir- [this Kingdome, and in September laſt cauſed indi 2 
od | free Generall Aſſembly tobe holden art Glaſgow, the 
ho J21. of November laſt, co the unſpeakable joy of all 
1g | good Subjedts, and Chriſtian hearrs, who thereby 
e- __—_— ſatisfaction oftheir long expe- 
id j Rations; and the finall remedic CY grie- 
vances, Burtheſe hopes were ſoone d, for al. 
beirthe Aſſembly did meer and begin at the appoint. 
ed day, and for the ſpace of ſeven dayes fitting was 
countenanced with his Graces perſonall preſence, 
yer his Grace did never allow any fredometo the 
Aſſembly,competene toit by the Word of God,adts 
and praQtile of thigKirk, and his Majeſties indiction, 
but did labourto reſtrain the ſamineduring the time 
of His abode there, by proteſting againſt all the acts 
made therein, and againſt the conſticurion thereof 
byſuch members, as by all law, reafon, and cuſtome 
ofthis Kirk, were ever admitred as members conſti. 
tuents of our free Aſſemblies : and by denying his 
ion tothe things proponed and concluded, 
though moſt cleare,cuſtomable,and unconrroverred, 
And further his Grace after the preſcnting and read- 
ing of His own commiſſion from our Sacred Sove- 
d -aigne, 
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raigne,and after His ſeeing all our commiſſions from 
Presbyrteries, Burghes, and Univerſities, produced 
and examined, mk Aſſembly conſtitute in all che 
members by unanimous conſent , did ro our 
grief, without any juſt cauſe or oecaſion offered by 
us, unexpeRedly depart, and diſcharge any further 
meeting or proceeding in this Aſſembly, under the 

ofceiaibis.ond after ſeven dayes firring, declare 
all as made, or thereafter to be made inthis Aſſem- 
bly, to be of no force nor ſtrengrh , and that for ſuch 
cauſes as were cither than expreſt verbally , by his 

* Grace,or contained in a Proclamation made by his 

Grace, at Glaſgow, without any warrand of an a@t of 
Counſell, contrare to the law and cuſtome of this 
realme: whereunto we anſwered by our Proteſtation 
of the 29, of November; or otherwayes for ſuch rea- 
ſons , as his Grace thought meet to alledge, which 
are fince ſuperadded in this late Proclamation, now 
made at Edinbargh, this 18. of December, wherein, 
for our greater ſurcharge of ſorrow, we are heavily 
and wrongouſly blamed and taxed of many great 


CO . 
ven Andfirſtformaking Proteſtation againſt rhe Pro. 
eur Pro: Clamation made at Edinburgh the 22. of September 
teſtarien, laſt, whereas our reaſons contained in that our Pro. 
teſtation are ſo forceable and juſt, ro demonſtrate the 
necefhity and lawtulnefle of our aft,that we judge all 
good mcn and Chriſtians will be farisfigd therewith, 
whereancnt we remit our fclves toout Proteſtation 
printed , and will not for ſhorrncs repeatthe ſamine 

reaſons here, 

And where we arereproached and blamed in thig 
acw Proclamation for guarding and watching the 
ca 
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tion, or other neceſfarics, to any of his Majeſties 

aQ which is 
ample inthe Chriſtian world, ſeeing we deny char li- 
berty. to' our Soveraigne, which the meancſt of us, 
do aſſume to our ſelves. For anſwer hereunto, we 
conkdently afhrme that we are unjuſtly challenged 
of all che faid points , except for prevecning dangers 
evidently threatned unto us, by circunip:Rarrend. 
ance about the caſtell of Zdinbwgh, which afterward 
we ſhall ſhow to be warrantably done : For we de- 
clarethat we have never made the leaſt ſtope or hin- 
derance to the importation of any amunirian, vicu. 
all, orthing whatſoever, into any other of his Maje- 
ſties houſes, or caſtels ; Nor for carrying all ncceſſa- 
rie ſuſtencarion into the caſtell of Edinbwgh. Neither 
hath any of us fortified, or provided any of our pri. 
vate houſes for warlike defence ; {o that all rhoſc are 
heavy, and unjuſt impucations. Bur we confefſe and 
grant, that there being ſome proviſion andamuniri. 
on quierly imported into this Kingdome, forfurni- 
thing the caſtell of Edinburgh, and intended ſecretly 
to have been put therein, We have carefully prevecn. 
ed the ſamine by our diligent attendance. And that 
for ſuch reaſons, grounded upon equity, the law of 
nature;and municipall laws and a&ts of Parliamcnrt of 
this Kingdome,and the loveable example of our pre- 
deceſſours : For the truth is that having petitioned 


his Majeſtic for redreſſe of our juſt grievances , and a 
kgall rryall chereof,, before we receaved any anſwer 
thereunto, all poſſible means were. uſed rodiſfolve 
that union, which was made amongſt as , for that 
good cauſe, and toimped all our mectings from deli- 
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erat to be without an ex-, 


caftell of Edinburgh, and impeding toimport amuni- Cree 


warchiry * 


the caſjtel 
of tdin- 
burg. 
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berating thereupon, wherein therown of Edinburgh 
made a confiderabl- parr, not only as an important 
member of this conjunQion , but asa moſt commo. 
dious and ordinare place of our meetings , ſo that 
when all other mcans of perſwaſion had failled; the 
means of terrour was not left unaſſayed : And for 
that effe&t a great quantiry of amunirion was 
broughtby ſea from forrane parrs to have been clan- 
deſtinly imported into thecaſtell of Edinbargh, as no 
doubt it was intended, ſeeing the ſamine was unload- 
ed in the dead time of the night: And weconfidering 
that in caſe the ſamine had been importedinto the ca- 
ſell, with other proviſion and ſtore formerly there» 
in, the famine might have beenuſed and ___ 
for the overthrow nk os 1» to our 
rejudice by with-drawing them , upon that 
Errour nad dif ceinges from our ordinary mcet- 
ings, upon theſe reaſons and conſiderations we pre- 
veened the ſamine by ſuch aloyall way as cannot be 
offenſive to autherity: For the ſafety lanes 
the end of all lawfull power and ſupreme law. And the 
adverſaries ofour Religion having formerly boaſted 
by that proviſion, ſo to furniſh the caſtcll, chat ir 
might bear down the rown of Edinbwrgh, and bar 
the ſupplicanrs from wer ae. we had juſt 
reaſon to hinder thar fetter of ſlavery to be pur 
——_—_— that the caſtell of {nar [4 which is 
amongſt the firſt ſtrengths of the land againſt forrage: 
fon , might berurned as a ſpeciall engine ofcon-! 
ſtraint againſt the SubjeRs, to hindercheir lawfull 
mertings, or to force thetown of mg x to ſepa-, 


rate fromthe reſt of the ſupplicanes. wr) ph 
prejudicerhelaw of nature teacheth us, ro avoid,and 
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DECEMBER, "18. 
yet we havenot procceded therein without the war- 
= ine: 
For Firſt w re is any violent 
of ſpoyling of thecountrey, Iris _— that the 
Lievtcnnant raiſe the countrey , and paſſe to ſuch ca- 
ſtels and fortalices where there is any unrulie men, 
and take ſoverry of the perſons within theſe houſes, 
that the countrey and all the Kings licges be unharm- 
ed, and unskathed of the ſaids houſes, and of them 
who inhabits the ſamine from time furth : And ifany 
make difficulty to be arreſted and finde ſoverty as 
lw-will , they ſhall be ſtreinyed thereto. /ames 
2+ Par. 2. a& 3. And therefore now fering there is 
not only violent preſumprion, but minaffing, 
from the adverſaries of the truth and countrey, and 
their adherenes, of the __— of the countrey and 
barming of the ſamine ; And eſpecially his Majcſtics 
ieges within Edinburgh, by the ex | pro- 
vition of munition to the caſtell of Edinburgh, and 
that by the ſaids Biſhops plors from his Majeſtics 
prime officers, who in his Majcſtics abſence ſhould 
preveen that inconvenient by the ordinance of that 
at: Therefore upon their default the countrey it ſelf 
and the Kings lieges in whoſe favours the a& is 
made, may provide for their own fſafery, and 
themlelves unharmed by that caſtell, orany i | 
tants thereof, and ſo preveen _ of a-" 
munition thercunto conforme to the ſaid at of Par- 
Secondly as the caſtell of Edinburgh and certaine 
other caſtels and lands are the Kings undoubered an- 
aexed property, fo it is ro beconſidered for what 
oy wear eanczce, by whom eane2cd, upon 
| w 
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what condition, and how to be diſponed upon. For 
the only cauſe expreſt in the annexation 
41,a&. James 2. Par. 11. is that the poverty of the 
crown, is oftymes the cauſe of the poverty of the 
realme: Which at makes no mention that the King 
was annexer of the caſtels and lands torhecrown, 
bur only that by the adviſe of the full Councell of 
the Parliament it was ſo Roca cating And 
inces that may not ip u 
hou advyſe, deliverance, and decreer, of rhe 
whole Parliament , for great, ſeen, and reaſonable 
cauſes of the realme. So that being thus annexed ro 
the crown be the realme it ſelf, for avoyding anin- 
convenient to the realme , and being annexed with 
condition not to be difponed upon withoutthe ad- 
viſe and decreet of the whole Parliament, and for 
great, ſe@n, and reaſonable cauſes ofthe realme; ju- 
ſticeand _—_ require,that theſe caſtels ſhould 
not be an inſtrument of the poverty and deſo- 
lation of the capicall rown ofthe realme, and of the 
harme of the — of the body of 
the realmethere conveened, for ſupplicating his Ma- 
jeſty, andthe Councell , andpreparing overrours to 
the future Parliamenr, for redrefſe of our juſtgrie- 
vances. Bur now by this extraordinary proviſion 
to the caſtel1, being threatned with ruine and exter- 
mas an. > a ergy of that be- 
nefite granted be rhe realme es animw & 4d hone finens, 
os the well ofthe realme, while the Parliament of 
Kingdome give their humble adviſe to his Maje- 
flechenmnent.”;- F, 
Thirdly by the g,a&t 9. Par.lawer6.Ttis acknowledg 
edthatthe caſtle of Edinburgh , Dambertne, Strimng, 
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and e,are foure chicf , Ot the realme 
which ought to be fatcly torhe Kings behove,& 
welfaire ofthe realme: And for keeping the caſtle of 
nI——s: is aſſigned with conſent of rhe eſtats 
both money and victuall, 2 whereof is 
furth of the thirds ofbenebcns, whichthirds.in De- 
cember x56 1. were decerned and ordained by 
eAarie with adviſe of her Councell, and others of 
the Nobiliry then preſeneto be upraken and imploy- 
ed for theſerwo uſes: viz. Suſtaining of Miniſters, and 
ning and ſetting forward the common and 
publick cilirs of the countrey and common. wealth 
ofthe realme: which was alſo inated a 10. Par, x: 
Tames 6. and thereafter ratified at 221,Par. 12./omes 
6. Whereby it doth appear tha as the caſtell is the 
Kings undenyable annexed property, ſo it is alſoa 
ſtrength ofthe realme, which ſhould be ſafely keptta 
his Majcſties behove, and wel- faire of the realme,ha- 
ving for thekeeping thereof rents with con- 
ſent ofthe three eſtates of the Ki forth out 
of the thirds of —_— ——_— 
«w «ſum, for cncertaining crting forward 
ick cffairs of the countrey and common-wealth 
of the realme. And conſequently the moſt loyall 
part of the body of the realme hath maine bo) 
divertthe converting of this ſtr&grh ro the weakning 
or ruine ofthe realme or any member thereof,threat- 
ned by this unuſuall prov ifion,and openly denounce 
ed by our ſaid enemies. | 
Fourthly by the 125. at7. Par. James 6. It 1s ac- 
knowledged that the Kings caſtels and ſtrengths are 
the keyes of the realme: and the only uſe of keyes is 


for keeping rogether in faſery and preſervation, any 
| 2 
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not for ſpartling , dil , or perdirion. So that 
therealmeand olleGive! y thereof can hardly be 
diſallowed for contributing their loyall endeavours 
to the good keepingof their own keyes, when con- 
trary to the rightend theſe keyes areuled againſt the 
countrey and realme;whereof they ſhould be,andare 
the keyes of :as bethe ſaid act is declared. 
Fifthly by the ſame a& , all violent derainers ofthe 
Kings caſtles from him , or conſtrainers ofthe Kings 
ents to redeeme his own houſes, and all makers 
ofany ſuch bargane, merchandice , or marker of the 
Kings caſtles : Arc only ordained to rander and deli- 
veragain what they have receaved for reddition of 
theſaids caſtles, and that the King ſhall have ation 
for repetition thereof as neceſlacly given forthe 
crime, and wrongouſly reccaved for unlawfull cauſes, 
And our proceedings being compared with the ſub- 
je of that at of Parliament cannot deſerve ſo harſh 
conſtructions, where the beſt part of the body of the 
realme being conſtrained for indemnity of their per- 
ſons and goods,do neither rake norderaine the caſtle, 
buronly with-hold imporration,firſt clandeſtinly in- 
tended , and thereafter openly threatned,of all kinde 
of warlike and invaſive furniture:which could be uſe- 
full ro nopurpoſe, buttothe harm and annoyance of 
thoſe who were conveened for the juſt occaſions 
foreſaids , who deſerve and expe approbation and 
thanks _ «9, = His own due time, for 
keeping His evill counſcllours, and bad patri 
-from putting hand in His beſt SubjeRs. EY 
Sixthly by the 25. a, 6, Par, James 2. ſundry 
points of treaſone are enumerate: And amongſt the 
reſt one is the aſlaileing without conſent of the 
2. . 
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eſtares the caſtles or places where the Kings perſon 
ſhal happen to be. And now the Kings perſon > 
ing in this caſtle, but out of the countrey,andthe beſt 
and moſt loyall part of His Subjects both for num- 
ber, and fidelity, imploring his Majeſties authority, 
for convocating the eſtates,to take order with cheſs, 
who preſuming upon his Majeſtics abſence,are bold 
to givehim finiſtrous information and counſell, theſe 
who do no wayes aſſaile the caſtle, bur bars theſe e- 
vil patriots from putting in execution their damna- 
ble ſuggeſtions by their ſupercherie violenceand ter. 
rifications from that caſtle, beforethe convention of 
eſtates , cannot in law and equity be challenged in 
their carriage ſo neceſſary to them in the interine, 
while the eſtates conveen in a Parliament:which now 
his Majeſtic hath becn graciouſly pleaſed to pro- 


Seyventhly itis knownby our Chronicles and Re- 
cords,thart the caſtle of F 41nburgh was givenin keep 
ing tothe houſe of Erskine by the King and cſtates 
of Parliament, hac lege expreſſs & conditione, ut null; 
niſi comventwi ordinum repoſcents traderent. 

Eighthly this aR is not unexampledin the Chriſti- 
an world:bur hath many preſidents both in the hiſto- 
ry of other Kirks and Kingdomes,and of our own, 
which hath many ſuch examples even done by the 
eſtates themſelves: whoſe fat doth make our righe, 
and whoſe authority is ratified conforme to the anci- 
ent and loveable cuſtome , in puniſhing rebellious 
Subjects, and preſerving the fachfull, aR 130. Par, 
$. lanes 6, 


In the nextplace we are npbraided for our meet» gue 
ings:which in e Proclamatiqn are called Councell our 
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tables only,by that name which by ordinary exprefſ. 
pp ſion is * -4 judicatories:to make it beleeved, thar 


ledged wehave arrogate to our ſelves ſome unwarrandable 
—_— power and authority ; ( which we neither have nor 
Pare intendsto do Godwilling ) whereas the truths that 
ina marter ſo highly importing all of us, asthe pre- 
ſervationof religion and puriry of Gods worſhip, ir 

was moſtneceſlary for us to meet,and that in a {+ 
modeſt , and quyet ways fordeli with j joyne 
adviſe upon thoſe weighty buſineſſes for the good 
ofthe Kirke , his Maj honour, and peace of the 
nn Andthoſe meerings did never emit nor 
forth any authoritative command or injundti- 
ons, but conclude upon ſuch adviſes as might be 


molt for advancing that great bulineſie, 
and facili the way of ſu Atm to his Majc- 
ſtic, and overrours forthe Aſſembly and Parliament, 


which wasSan a& lawfull and ——_— the ſelf, 
albcir the concluſions thereof did not cary the force 
or validity ofa binding law or command, which was 
neveraimcd at, nor intended, Which meetings —_—— 
3. warranably keep forthatend, being for G 
and removing the juſt grievances of the Sub- 
—_—_— —_—_ any of our municipall 
lows w 6 —_— conventions as 
or diſturbance © or urpation againſt ay- 
tho ; whereofacither of the two can be alledgec 
oacin (Oet meetings. Not the firſt becauſenoin- 
vaſion, = _— ofter of wrong, by word or dee 
ro any perſone, no cventor whomr 


ﬆI » wo = , enſewed upon the ſame, noewi 
uns to their provocarions, and their fears fall 
repreſenradro his Majcſty,and malicioully pre 
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ed for their out of the countrey. Notthe ſe- 
cond: becauſe their meetings wastoconſulr in man- 
ner foreſaid upon the moſt firting and humble way 
of ſupplicating his Majeſtie, and for the moſt conve- 
nicnt propoſitions to be repreſented to his Majeſtie, 
the Parliament, and Aſſembly : all which ads arc 
moſt compatible with the loyalty and duety of 
goodSubjects,and dono waics intrinch upon autho- 
rity, {ccing they can never be challenged to have aſ- 
ſumed to themſclves any judiciall determination in 
any marrer of ſtate civill nor eccleſiaſticall, bur by 
voluntary inſtructions and opinions every one to a- 
nother in a common cauſe of religion, did reſolve 
whar might be moſt conduceable to their lawfull and 
juſt ends. And yer thoſe conventions wantnot the 
warrand of law aud authority, becauſe they conſiſt 
ofthe Nobility, Barrons , Burrows, and Miniſterie, 
which by the -- ——_— _— the land, have 
of proponing, reaſoning, voting in Par- 
=_ Lo Aſſemblies, at x 2s. Mhamnwrdes; 
Par. 11. wherein isacknowledged that it isneceſſar 
tothe King and his eſtates to be rruely informed of 
the needs and cauſes pertaining to His loving Sub- 
jeds inall eſtates, andtherefore ratificth the at made 
by King lanes, 1,4 1427. Giving powerto Bar- 
rones , to propone all and ſundry needs, and cauſes, 
and ro hear, trear, and derermine all cauſes to be pro- 
poned in Parliamene: which neceſſary andtrucinfor- 
mation cannot be made ro his Majeſtic and eſtates, 
withour privy meeting and conſultation : and con- 
dananl? te lning granted to them, to informe the 
+ — to propone, hear, trear, and 
y determine all needs andcaulſes whoproget: 


FROTESTATTION, 
ed in Parliament, there muſt be neceflarly under- 
ſtood to be a ſufficient power granted to them for 
mecting and adviſing upon thatinformation: Qais ali- 
qu0 conceſſ 0,0mmid conc videntur, fine guib us 

expedirs nequit. as to the Miniſters they 
likewa yes po we to not only by the 
word of God and conſtiturions ofthe Kirke, bur by 
the King and laws of this land,to propone, reaſone, 
and vote in Aſſemblies , and bethe ſamine parity of 
reaſone to keep precerding meetings,notto determi- 
nate orexecute , but roconſult upontheir neceſſary 
propoſitions : So that theſe lawfull meetings for the 
religious end, ſuffer wrongouſly the invidious deſig- 
nation of Councell tables: whuch is only done fa 
procuring miſconſtruction againſt themz Becauſe 
at theſe meetings and conſultations they fat abour 2 
table, which poſturcis no waycs prej ciall ro au- 
thority, the meaneſt of mechanik crafts having their 
own tables whereabour they fit, when they conſule 
upon the ſmalleſt buſineſle —_ their trade, 
And farder theſe ſame meetings confiſting of com- 
miſſoners from each Sherifedome and body of this 
cſtare, were allowed by his Majcſties Councel firſt, & 
thereafter by the Commiſhoner his Grace: In ſo far 
as the whole Subjedts of this Kingdome our of their 
reſentment ofthe weight of this cauſe, having nume- 
rouſly conveened at Edinburgh, from all the parts 
of the Kingdome, that confluence of people was 
dcfired to be Aſſolved, and direfted to makechooſe 
forth of that great number of ſome commiſſioners 
from gach ſhyre who mighe meer to repreſene their 
ERR and dclires, and attend the anſwers 
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The third particular challengein the P roclamari; 


on , is for theillegall and unformall courſe raken in 
the election of commiſſioners to the Aſſembly, 
whereof ſome are alledged to have been under the 
cenſure of this Kirke , ſome under the cenſure of 
the Kirke of Ireland, __ G_ oo reach- 
ing againſt Monarchie, others being ſuſpended, 
os admitred ro the Miniſtery cn to yo laws 
of this Kingdome,others at the horne,ſome confyn- 
ed, and all by oath bound tothe overthrow of epil- 
copacie; whereunto although no anſwer be requi- 
fire, ſeeing the perſons thereby meaned,are not ſpeci- 
ally contended upon, yer for clearing all mens 
mindes, and ſhowing the warrantablenefſe of our 
proceedings , it is of truth tharthe Aſſembly after 
icular rryall which they rook upon ſome ſuch 
urmiſes, could not finde any cenſured by the Kirke 
of Scotland, or Ireland, by a lawfull manner, ina law 
full judicatory, or fora lawfull cauſe: But onthe 
contrary , the Aſſembly after carefull ſearching and 
examination, found that any cenſure inflicted u 
any oftheſec perſons in m_ = only by a Biſhop 
who ought to be puni or taking arrogantly 
-$ my name of the Kirke lou bx ap chat 
without the adviſe of any Presbitery, bur firring in 
his high commiſſion (which was condemned by the 
laws of this Kirke and Kingdome, is diſcharged by 
the Kings Proclamation,is one of our juſt grievances, 
and a part of the Biſhops ditray ) and that only for 
refuſing the innovations and corruprions abjured by 
the confeſſion of Faith r 580. For the cenſure of the 
Kirke of Ireland,it was not notified to the Aſſembly 
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member 
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they bears ame whutrrngs hey and ah ral 
ame w jt 

thar theſe cenſures inflited were for the ſame cauſes 
foreſaids , and yet could not milirate our-withche 
bounds of that diocie where they were cenſured 
in thcir own law and praftique, and none of thens 
were cver baniſhed for any caule, let be for that odi- 
ous cauſe pretended in the Proclumartion: wherein 
the mention of horning againſt ſome of the commiſ. 
fioncrs could not be a lawfull exception againſt 
them, becauſe horning can neither rake away their 
Miniſteriall fun&ion, noc deprivethe Presbyrerics of 
their voice by their commiſſioners: Bur inſpeciall 
this horning againſt the commiſſioners to the Aſ- 
{rmbly cannot be ref z becauſe it was done in 
Edad eb upon ly (upon what ten c 

rmit every oneto conſider) after all the meaibers 
of the Aſſembly were gone ro Glaſgev, and yer Pro 
eeſtation was taken againſt the ſamine, and ſuſpenſiz 
on craved upoa the reall offer of c ion, 
which , contrare to the commone law and practiſe 
of this Kingdome , was uncxampledly refuſtd, and 
publick in{truments taken thereupon- All which ob. 
jecations arc only now remembred to blemith the 
praccedings of this Aſſembly, bur werenever urged 
nor proponed in the Aſſembly , buton the contrare, 
the Commiſſiones of all perſons were produced, 
examined , diſcuſſed , approven in my Lord 
Commiſſioners own audience, without any contrare 
voice ofthe Aſſembly: And yet upon theſe challeng. 
es much is builr againſt the Aſſembly,and the ſamine 
w/e os from a preceeding oath, whereby itis 
&d that the commiſſioners were bound ro 
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overthrow epiſcopall government, which is 'of the 
ſame Namp and mertall with the reſt : For the truth 
is that there was never any oath given, nor exacted, 
but thatwhich is contained inthe Covenant, where- 
by all was abjured , only in generall, which was con- 
trare to the confeſhon of Faith : 580, leavingtothe 


tryall and determination of the Aﬀſembly , whether 


epiſcopacie and ſome other innovations were repug- 
nant to the ſard confeſſion ornot. And at the beſt it 
is a bad inference, that one who hath maintained or 
thodox opinions, and preached hereſic, and 
errour, may not in the lawfull judicatofie vorce for 
condemnation of theſe errours. And as for the e- 
ledion of Moderatours, admiſſion of Miniſters by 
Presbyreries, and reſtitution of Elders: The ſame 
needetly no anſwer in this place, being ſafficient! 
clear.d by us before , in our an{wers to the elevent 
articles exhibice unto us by the Commiſstoner his 
Grace ; Which anſwers were ſo latisfaQory,that af. 
ter the receir of the ſame,his Gracepromiſed to pro- 
cure a free general Aſſembly , with power tordeter- 
mine wpon all anene member 5, marrer,and 
manner of ing. And are further cleared in 
the book of Policic, and other acts cited in 
our particular anſwer to the declinator of this Af- 
ſembly produced by dhe Bi : All which is app 
provenby thisgenerall Aſſemb and all a&& carry- 
- | nr. of c | 
$aredeclared tobe nul} ab 1n4t70. 

The fourth a& rubed upon us ro our prefadice by 

the Prochmation , is the 


inſtructions, whereof rhe are ſummarly 


roupon undent 


the als 


edged me 
ing from the cables ot firnments 
Ex- ſort from 


preſt, which his Grace indced did ſhow'tothe Aſ- *b* *«- 
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, and then the members ofthe Aſſe mbly de- 
c that neither of theſe p were ever ſent 
from the meetings at Edinburgh to any man in their 
knowledge , yer for the firſt ( which poſſibly 
might have been ſome private direftionof one friend 
to another , without common adviſe ) It doth nor 
contain any thing offenſive or parriall. For the phraſe 
of loſing of our Chriſtian and civill liberry , might 
be warrantably expreſt in relation to our former 
and ſlavery, under the Prelats ryranizing 
intheir high Commulſsion, whereby moſt ſummarly 
attheir own pleaſure they depryved, fyncd,and con- 
fyned all perſons and profeſſours , with ſuch an high fins 
hand as juſtly we might affect deliverance from that f 
ſrvirude, which was likely more to entereſle by the 
unlimited power uſurped in their Canons: Sothar 
the defire of this liberty cannot be judged an affeta- 
tion of licentious living wichout ſubjeion to law- 
full authority, which in our ſolemne Covenane with 
God we have {worn to maintaine, And as for the 0- 
ther paper: the ſame is the forgeric of our enemies 
preſented tro the Commiſſioner his Grace, of delibe- 
rate purpoſe to make a pretext fordiſcharge of the 
Aſembly, which we arc ſory was fo readily em- 
braced, notwithſtanding that when the ſame was 
produced by the Commilsioner, the ſame was not 
only cleared to bee no draught ſent by publick 
adviſe, burthe members of the Aſſembly, and even 
thoſe whom his Grace moſt ſuſpeRed, denyed the 
ſame, and offered to controll it by production of the 
_ 4 of their inſtructions , alrogerher diſagree- 
ing from that other, produced by the Commulsio- 
ner, except in therwo poynts following, which = 


"ESSOCTEPRETETELSYESTE 


DECEMBER 18, 


n crafrily intermixed with the ſaids uncruths, to 
rive hem ſome countenance of probabilicie. G__ 
roteſſed ro his Grace, vu w their oath , 
never ſcen the ſame before, nor _ 
y of the articles therein contained in any other pa- 
er, except the fourth and the cighth articles, where. 
df the fourth , was for — far as might be; 
apel-men , Chapter-men, and Miniſters luſtices 
peace, from bcing choſen Commiſſioners tothe 
ſembly: which was fo reaſonable ont 
offended therear, becauſe Chapel-men had 
— without warrand of thus Kirk, practiſ the 
vations introduced of lare;ztheChapter-men had 
raiſed the booke of ordination, and (contrarete 
headh ofthe Kirke diſcharging Chaprers,and their 
1 of Biſhops 1578) had approventhecorrup- 
s of Kirk government, and Miniſters Iuſtices of 
Peace had likewiſe accepted that civill office upon 
hem, whereunto my were promoved for the moſt 
part as creatures and dependers of Biſhops. And 
the cighth wherein ſome are defired ro ſtudy the 
mabkich were likely to be agirate inthe Afſem- 
ly, as de Epiſcopatu, de ſentoribus , and other 
points,de pereſtate ſuprems Magiitrarus in Eccleſtaſtien, 
af ertim in comvecandss concilids, whereat none can 
take juſt exception, becaulcit was the duety of every 
member of that Aſſembly ro inſtruct & enable them- 
ſelves for agitating every point, which might occur 
to be ſpoken of there by any, or been proponed bethe 
Doors of Aberdene , who were expected thereand 
commanded to ſtudytheſe poynrs:So thatthis ought 
norco be wreſted to their prejudice, ſeeing it was in- 
cumbent tg theAſſerably ro know the preciact of ihe 
Kir 
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Kirks juriſdiction , eſpecially anene their own AL 
ſemblics, and ro diftingaiſh it fromthe civill juriſdi« 
Qion of the ſupreme Magiſtrate , giving ro God 
what is Gods,andto Ceſar what is Cefars, whereby 
the ſoverngneMagiſtrate hath no prejudice;bur great 
benefite, ro know the extent of his power in matters 
Ecclchaſticall , left cicher he d come ſhort of 
what is dueto him ,or for want of truc information 
incroach upon the libertics of Chriſts Kirk : where- 
by itis moſt evident that no indire@ nor partiall 
courſes,nor dangerous propofitions have becn uſed 
in the preparations and elections to this Aſſembly 
but ſuch as are moſt legall, peaccable, ordinar, and 
warrantablc, 

__ In the next place the Proclamation c our 
going to innocency for reparing to the Aſſembly with great 
Glaſgow, troupe and bands of men bodden im fear of war,and 
with al> furniſhed with forebidden armes, in contempe of 4 
ledged preceeding —_ lamation : whereas the truch is that 

#77 our going and repairing ro Glaſrow was inthe moſt 
nga negorable, quyer, and finglc ata might ſerve 
pet's forour ſecurity and 1 ry againſt ſundry-our- 
laws, Clengregors,and their followers, whoſhortly 
betorc the mecting of che Affembly, had done fan- 
dry outrages, and —— aport 
the Kings good Subjectes in theſe Weſtern purrs, 
betl to pmvate men, whom by their munber 
might enforce , and by exacting moneysar publi 
mercats near Glaſgow, whereot many were adverriſed 
by theit private friends from thefe , andre} 
come thither prepared for eviting all affront or ha- F< 
zard Whichthey might incurre by thar raſcallic mul- 
"Op | g9 
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itherevery ane accompanicd with his own or. 
private traine, we yer continued in that reſo.. 
lution, and went thither in molt ſober and quycr 
way, only withthis change, that for preveening « ws 
hazard , we went not every man alone with his own 
ordinary ſervants, but ſome few together wene in 
company, which is not only ordinary in going out 
the way z bur was moſt expedicntat thattimeztor a- 
voyding the forclaid hazard and prejudice : which 
moved us all, ſoro cary with us ſome offenſive wea- 
pons, wherewith not only theſe rebels were provyd- 
ed: Bur likewayes ſuch who went to Glaſgow with 
his Mazcſties Commiſſioners: who upon that ſame 
peceſhity were likewayes provided with thoſe pro- 
hibited w , and yet there carriage nothi 
thought rodeboird from the ducty of good Subjects. 
Upoa theſe reaſons ſome of the ſupplicants being 
preſene in Edinburgh , at the making ofthe ſaid Pro. 
climation 16. of November laſt, did proteſt thar ir 
might be lawfull for them to cary weapons for their 
own defence, and preſervation againſt any fuch law. 
ble invaſion or violence as mightthreaten them,and 
that they might incure no prejudice by carying ſuck 
weapans as thoſe who tollowed Councellours and 
many others did , promiſing to cary themſelves 
peaccably and irrcproveably during thetime of the 
Aſembly , which accordingly they have done: and 
ſeeing our ſaid carying of weapons was for defence 
ff our lives, agaiaſt the invaſion of theſe barbarous 
, we arcnae ccnſurable therefore, by the act 
f Parlament prohibinng the {aids weapons; 
we was repairing to, or rerurning from the Aſſem- 
bly ax of his Mayeſtics letters and autho- 
rity 
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tity which is in ſpeciall words expreſt in thea& of 
Parlament a& 18. Par. 1. «mes 6. which is thereaf. 
rer ratified with the m_— ye at $7. Par. 6, 
Tames 6.and thereafter alſo ratified at 248. Par. 15, 
Tames 6. likeas be the 227 at, Par. 14. James 6. All 
honeſt men, and good Subjects free holders, are ax 
thorized with a commilſSion to rake and apr ad 
the perſons and goods of thoſe ſorners and thieves, 
keep themſelves in priſon, and execute them ro the 

- ns death. And therefore far more tocarry weapons fe 

us liſting of their ſavage violence. 
refuſal And where the formall and ordourly proceeding 
of Aleſ- ofthis Aﬀſembly is challenged in the Proclamarior 
ſour r,and as ptorie, for refuſing voice to the fix Aſſeſſors 
of the Bi- aſſumed ro himſelf by the CommiſSioner, and fe 
ſhey: 4e= ro ſuffering the declinator by the Kiſhops to be read 
cms beforethecleRing of a M ror, We cannot cot 
rom's ceive the ſame tobeajuſt cauſe of offence: Becauſe 
albeit according to our bound ducty, We defer all 
humble reſpeR co his gracious Majeſtics Commilsi 
oner, and to the perſons and places of the prime Ne 
ble-men, and Councellours his Graces Aﬀeſſo 

yer for preſervation of the liberty of the Kirke of 1 

ſus Chriſt, Wedid inall humility remonſtrate t 

his Majeſties Commilsioner and Aſſeſſors, how m 

nic-ſoever (whoſe place is not to vote, butroafsift 

the CommilSioner, by their counſell, for His order 

; #4 my could have bur only one voice in the 

embly: Sinceafter thirty-nine nationall Aſſem- 
blies of this reformed Kirke, where ncither tt 

Kings Majeſtic, nor any in His name were preſent, 

atthe humble and earneſt deſire of the Aſſembly, his 

Magcitic graciouſly vouchlafed His preſence, cither 
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in His own royall perſon, or by a Commiſsioner, 
not for voting or multiplying of voices, but as Prin- 
ces and Emperours of old, in a Princely manner , to 
countenance that meeting : And to proceed ini: for 
externall ordour: And if we had been honoured with 
his Majeſties pcrſonall preſence, hisMajeſtie (accord- 
ingto the practice of King lame; of bleſed memory y 
would only have given His own judgement in vote- 
ing of matters, and would not have called others 
- AS not been cloathed with commiſsion from 
the Kirke, to carry things by plurality of voices. 
Which is alſoimporred by his Graces Commilsion 
produced, wherein Heis nominat ſole Commiſsio- 


ner. Likcas alſo his Majeſtics Father never had AC 


ſcſſours voiceing inlawfull Aſſemblics,nor challeng- 
ed the ſame to his Commiſsioners: Bur only of late 
dayes in theſe corrupe Aſſemblies, which for unde- 
nyable reaſons are declared to have been null «6 
dnitio, And as to the refuling of the reading of che 
Declinator, and Proteſtation , exh-bire by the Pre- 
lates: The fame was publickly read , and the firſt 
a of the Aſſembly , immediatly after the election 
of a Moderator and conſtitution of the members, 
before the which time there was no Aſſembly ecſta- 


| bliſhed, to whom the ſame could have been read, or 


_ it could be judged. Likeas we deſired his 
race to bring in the Prelates themſelves, and we 
ſhould both anſwer for their ſafery, and givethem a 
full audience. 


And further, whereas his Grace under His hand, _ ,_ 
in his Majeſtics declaration, mentionedin this g,, ata 
roclamation. The ſame being conſidered by the jeftier ds» 
Ailcwbly, gre am mreverelignytjog; en ark cate 


— — 
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wherein bis Majeſties royall heart ſo far enlarged towards 


Hf 1; not 


ſatisfa- 


tory, 


, as willingly ro untic ſome of theſe grievous 
bands wherewith they had been ferrered by the 
means of ſome who abuſed their own places, and 
truſt with his Majcſty ; Bur the ſame was not found 
ſarisfactory, nor ſufficient for eſtabliſhing of a legall 
ſecurity of the points therein mentionate , nor yet 
for purging the corruptions, and ſerling the peace 
ofthis Kirke, as was promiſed, whereot the Com- 
miſſoner his Grace would not ſtay ro be informed, 
but did unexpectedly and ſuddenly remove, to the 

reat grief ofthe Aſſembly, who thereby was neceſ- 
Gene to uſe the power God had put intheir hands, 
for _ al innovations, and ſcrling the purity, 
and peace of this Kirke. And ſeeing in this Procta- 
mation his Mayxeſties decl tration is mnfert ad lonruns, 
and the Aſſembly taxcd for not being full, farif. 
ficd therewith, we arc enforced to repeat here the 
reaſons, which moved the Aſli nor rothink the 
{ame ſarisfactory , 1n hope that coming to his 
Majeſties facred cars, may procure theconmnuance 
of His benigne favour, ſo acceprable ro this Kirke, 
by the indiGton of this A y: and production 
ofthe (aid de Llaration, and obrain His roy2M aphro- 
bation torhe whole acts and proectdings vfihis AC 
ſembly, which is hcartily wiſhed , and would reple- 
nth the hearrs of all good Subjects with ahundant 
jay and contentment. ' And ArRt"wherr his Maje- 
ſtie hath diſcharged the Service Book ; and Book of 
Candng, and practice '6f both, anid all acts, Protla. 
matio0s,and ordigances made green be 
won of 


of, upan information that by the i 
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of Þ ,&laperſticionto havebeen intended. Nei- 
SL dahom nor the ground thereof are farif- 
fiory. Not the firſt, becauſe as ſomeatts and Pro- 
clamations did ſerve for their eſtabliſhing, ſo others 
gave them an high approbation, as fir meansro man - 
11 | -ane religion and bear down all ſuperſtition : And 
et | Fhcrefore though thefe which eſtabliſhed them be 
ce | Jelcinded, yer the ſewhich approved them do remaine 
1. | 22d may bring forth other acts and Proclamations, 
4. | for reſtoring them or the like hereafter, if theſe 
he | books reccave not a publick — che generall 
{. | Aſſembly as the only judge competent to bar thera 
s, | andthe like inall time coming : Seing aRs of Coun» 
y, cell, and Proclamations, arc frequent and variable, 
a; | and yet are no legall valid meane cicher ro infroduce 
wm, | orabolith any thing concerning the doGtrine and dif- 
iC | cipline of the Kirke, whereinthey neither can medle 
he & nor ſecurethe Subjets, Nexr ſeing by the conſtiru+ 


he | i0ns of this Kirke the gencrall Aﬀembly hath only 
vis | yower rodercrmine concerning the matters of Gods 
I. blick worſhip: And that the framers of theſe 
ce, Wc pks,who called themiclves the reprefencativeKirk, 


made them to be practiſed in ſundry places of the 
countrey by their ownauthoriry, and that which 
(| they borrowed from che Lords of ſeerer Councell: 
te. | Thercforeit was moſt neceffare that the ſame ſhould 
\nt | be diſc by the generall Aſſembly (the only 
jes | rue eneative Kirke of chis nation) for rindicar- 
ing her juſt right from violent uſurpationand pre- 
venting the like. in time coming, Not the ſecond, 
for the Subjects have juſt grounds of perſwaſion that 
the Prelars and their followers, the framers and 
2 of 
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of Popery and ſuperſtirion by the introduceing ther. 
of, becauſe, 1. Many grofſe poynts of Popery and 
ſuperſtition are nor only cloſly couched under the 
cover of enſnaring ambiguiries ( the moſt inſinu- 
ating way of crrours and beſt mask to ſuperſtition) 
Bur alſo expreſly contained in the Books themſel- 
ves , 2s was made manifeſt by ſundry treatiſes read 
and conſidered in the Afﬀlembly, and is now ſo de- 
clared by the Aſſembly. 2. The framers and fa. 
vourers of theſe Books in their ſermones and confer. 
ences have vented ſundry Popiſh errours , and a 
proven Popiſh ſuperſtitions: which fully detedterh, 
and leaveth no doubt of their intention, in the intro- 
ducing of Books ſo full of Popery and ſuperſtition, 
Secondly the diſcharge of the high Commitſsion 
by his Majeſtics Proclamation or Declaration can- 
not be ſufficient, becauſe firſt his Majeſty declareth 
that he cſtabliſhed the ſame for the caſe and benefire 
of the Subjeds, that juſtice might be adminiſtrate 
with the more conveniencic and lefle trouble of the 
people. And now diſchargeth it , becauſethe Sub- 
jets have mistaken His gracious intention: So that 
ifthe mistaking be removed,that which is conceived 
of it ſelf to ſerve for adminiſtration of juſtice, with 
cale and benefite ro the Subjects, may be eſtabliſhed 
upon pretention of the removea!l of all ſuch misrak- 
ings. 2. Though the acts anddeeds, made for eſta- 
bliſhing thereof be reſcinded, yet theats paſt here- 
fofore by the high Commilsion are nor reſcinded 
And ſo the SubjeRts cenſured by it, are ſtill eſtemed 
under theſe cenſures: as appeareth by the tenour of 
the Proclamation, wherein the Aſſembly is caxed, as 
conſiſting of ſome members that arc under the cen- 
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ſures of this Kirke , meaning the Biſhops cenſure in 
che high Commiſion. 2, It 2 contrare 
to the as of Parlament, and acts of general! Aﬀſem- 
bly, and extreamly derogatory tothem and all 0- 
ther ſubalterne judicatories both civill and Ecclcfia- 
ſticall (which is .made clearly manifeſt by a treatiſe 
prefented ro the generall Aﬀembly) and it being de- 
viſed and brought in by the ſuggeſtion of Biſhops,as 
ameane w y they might and have unlawfully ti- 
ranized over all the Subjects:Therefore it is neceſſare 
thatrhe Parlamentand generall Aſſembly, the high- 
eſt civill and Ecclefiaſticall judicatories, that have 
been wronged, ſhould by their ſeverall ſentences 

utterly aboliſh it as unlawfull and hurifull. 
Thirdly: whereas his Majeſty diſpenſerh with the 
raciſc of Pearth articles, diſchargeth all from urg+ 
ing the praQtiſe thereof, freeth from cenſures for not 
urging or practifing them , notwithſtanding of any 
thing contained in the a&ts of Parlament , or generall 
Aſſembly in the contrare, and is contentthat the 
Aſſembly rake the ſame fo farto their conſideration, 
asto repreſent it tothe next Parlamentthereto be ra» 
tified as the Eſtars ſhall finde firring: Theſe cannor 
fatisfie, becauſe, 1, diſpenſarion with thepractiſe 
without a ſimple diſcharge leaverhir ſtill arbitrare to 
thoſe who will practiſc , and ſocontinueth the rene 
and diſtractions in this Kirke. 2. Although his 
Majeſtic had diſcharged the practiſe of them by His 
Proclamation, or Declaration, yet,the Subjecrs had 
not been pur in ſecurity thereby excepe thegenerafl 
Aſſembly (to whole tryallthey belongand were re- 
ferred by all the ſubſcrivers of the Confefgionin 
March) dq cither repel thearticles af Pearth, or up- 
ON . 
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ongood reaſon declarethat Aſſembly null, ſence his 
Majeſties Proclamation or Declaration-isnot a ſuf 
ficient warrand to infringe an act of Aſſembly , or 
Parliament, made to the contrare. 3. By ryug the 
Aſſembly to takethe ſame no further unto their con- 
ſiderationthento repreſent it to the next Parlamend, 
The Aſſembly is both preliautare ( whereanent re- 
fers ro the ſix reaſons againſt prelimitzrion inſertin 
our Proteſtation September 22. ) and weakned in 
power, as it it might not judge and derer- 
mine in matters meerly Ecclcfaſticall with- 
out a licence from his Majeſtic, or a reference 
| xo the Parlament, whereas the gencrall Aſſembly is 
ſupreme and independent in mattersEcclcfiaſticall,as 
the Parlament js incivill:forthar when the acts of AC 
ſembly arc ratified in Parlament, the fameis forad- 
joyning the civill fanctionto the Ecclefiaftick con- 
ſticurion for the great terrour of rraaſgreſfours. 
Fourthly ancnt the oaths acminiſtrate to Miniſters 
ar their entry, # hath not only been pretended, bur is 
certaine and will be made manifeſtro the Aſſembly, 
(which alſo now is done) that oaths have been ex- 
acted different from that whichis fer down inthe acts 
of Parlamen, and in inany ſcverall wayes according 
to the pleaſure of the Prelars : And where his Maje- 
ſtic declares that no other oath ſhall be requyred of 
a Miniſtcr ag his entry northarwhichis ſer downin 
the act ot Pazlameat, the ſame is of fearfull conſe- 
quence, becauſerhe act bears an oath to begivenun- 
rothe Biſhope by Miniſters mrrames, and ſo ſuppo(- 
cth the office of a Biſhop to be unchangeable and un- 
contfaveried, whereby the Aſſembly is prelimired 
(againſt the reaſons before mentioned) which = 


mn emneococe AaGory ooednaodDdopT Ty ePICEESSIDPE LD 


"DECEMBER: 86 * 


hadethat office uſcleſſc and ynlawfull Inchis Kirkep 
mw whichnow they have found upon molt infallible 
reaſons. | 
Fifthly that his Majeſtic aſſurcsh, generall Alſem- 
blies ſhall be kept as oft as the efkuns otetus Kirke 
ball requyrec, doch age {atisag, becauſe, 1. by lea, 
ving the ryme undehinite it prejudgeth the liberty of 
the Kirke of holding yearly generall Ademblics at 
lcaſt, and af:ner. pre re wata: ratiticd by theact of Pas-- 
lament 1 992..the difuſe whereot hath been a maine, 
eauſe of our cvils which ſhoufd be preveaced iq tune 
comming, by retewing thar ancient -neccllarig cu-. 
Rome and liberty.2,by the ame act of Parlament ic is, 
provyded thatthe _ his Commils-oner beuag 
preſens ſhall the ene and place. of the next 
Afzembly: And incaſt his Majeſtic os his Commil- 
fioner be not preſent forthetime in che town where 
the Aſscmbly is holden, ut ſhall be Iealome croths 
| all Aſtembly by them(clyestagppginr the 
echo and cof che next; Alserably, as- they have 
beeninuſcintumes paſt. But this declarationnot ons 
ly leaves all indefinit , bur rocally everts thargpowes 
and liberty competcar_ to them by: law, a8d cu 
ſtome.'' 3. Avitdoth hordorermincelionw off ale 054 
dinary effairs of this Kirk& requysrthanAombly 
(which the cuſtome ofthis Kirke and acr forefaid 6+ 
videnely manifeſt ro be yearly onceat leaſt )logcicher 
doth itdetermine-who thall zadge whenthenccetpicy 
of extrtordinare! Hiwcs require #1 Albembly: pre re 
na: whereas undoabberdly the Kirke: will, be molt 
ſenſible of her own necetfhities, awd is the ravſt pro- 
judge of ber own effairs: And cheretogerthould 
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finds her ſelf prefſed with preſent exigences, as his 
Majeſtic hath alſo power when he perceives any ne- 


ceſſity requyring the ſame. 

Sixthly , whereas his m_—_ is content that all 
the preſent Biſhops and their ſuceſſours be anſwer- 
ableto, and cenſerable by ors = Aſembly,ir 
doth not fatisfic, becauſe, r. it bears a prelimication 
of the Aſſembly in the matter of trying that office, 
and preſuppoles the continuance thereof by ſucceſ: 
fron as unqueſtionable, 2. They have been formerly 
made cenſurable by the generall Aſſembly in the 
ſtraiteſt way that the Kirke could enjoyn, or they 
could aſſure: And yer theſe thirty yearsthey have 
ſhuned all cenſure (x ound all their ations — 


it uring generall Aſſemblies to 
: &) by procuring indicted, when they i= 


ly ge both perſons and purpoſes ro to ther 
: Likeas now they have by their — 
refuſed to. anſwer , and be cenſuredby this 
Afsembly indicted by his Majcſtic,con in hi 
nameof Chriſt, and perfirely conſtitute inthe mem- 
bers thereof: And t it lycth upon this pre. 
ſenr Afcembly ro take ſome ſolide courſe, for ſecur. 
ing the Kirke in alltime coming againſt the prejudi- 
ces of their former and frequent breaches contrarie 
to their oaths given, 
Seventhly, whereas his Majeſtic requyreth this 
ene A $cmbly to ſubſcribe this confeſsion of 
19 Ts IFather 15 80.and 
_ commanded by his Majeſtic to be ſubſcribed 
by all his majeſties Subjects : The reaſ@ns contained 


inthe Proteſtation hefane)c laſt 22, (whereto we 
adhcar and zepears the lame) do luthciently evidence 
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that we cannot ſubſcrive the ſame:towhich we adde. 
1. that his Majceſtics Commiſhoner hath declared to 
the Lords of Scfſion when their ſubſcriptions was re. 
quyred,that it might ſubliſt with the innovations in- 
troduced fincethe ycar of God 15 80,which ſome of 
the fads Lords then did, & all of us donow conceive 
torepugne to the genuine and true ſenſe of the con- 
feſhon of Faith as it was firſt made.2, That his Grace 
hath proteſted diverſe times in this Afſembly, chat 
nothing done or ro be done therein prejudge the 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops in their priviledges, places, 
power and juriſdiction: whereby he dec that 
theſe may ſubſiſt with the confeſſion of Faith , nor- 
withſtanding they be novations inttoduced u 
this Kitke contrare to the ſame fince the year 7 
faid, as is now found be the Aſſembly. 3, That to 
the Aſſembly preſently conveened and perfectly 
conſtitute in the members wp yn pro- 
perly according to the word of God, conſtitutjons 
of this Kirke, and book of Policie, ratified in diverſc 
Aſſemblics, to derermine whar is the rrue meaning 
of the confeſſion of Faith, and to make the ſame 
kown to all the members of this Kicke, who there» 
after without ſcruple or may ſubſcribe rhe 
ſame. And although the A could not inde 
this —_— for theſe and the wu 
weighty re , yet were they willing the 
ſhould be inſert Þ their books ——_— his 
Majeſtics deſire : and thankfully acknowledging his 
Majcſties pious affeftion to true religion, androyall 
ur + 2] wha pra gg 7p 
thereof expreſt in ure of his ro 

ER HY He conn —_ 


Avent 
Epiſcopall 
governe. 
mert,and 
the otber 
general 
reaſons, 


PROTESTATION 


jeſtie ſhall be tully informed thatche novations in- 
eroduced fince the year « 580, are incompatible with 
the conteſſion o four Faith, He will be pleaſed gracis 
ouſly rovouchſafe His comfortable proretion upon 
thoſe , who ——— of that 
confeſſion now fully cleared by the Aſſembly ) have 
abjured all the innovarions introduced, and by their 
great oath and ſubſcription have bound themſelves 
ro mantaine the true religion, and his Majeſties per- 
ſoncand-authority in defence ofthe ſame. And thys 
erue religion being the channell which convoyeth 
both deuties to their pooges objeR, rhe evidence of 
Gods in our dread Soveraigne His 

ſhall thn, Foo all the enemies ofhis Maes 
of his loyall Subjects who ſtand for the confeffion 
of Faith and the rrue meaning thereof , and ſhall raiſc 
upthe affeQtions of His religious Subjes rowards 
hus Majeſtic above all earthly reſpects. 

And where it is ſubjoyned inthe Proclamation 
that nothing was able ro give contentment, ex cepe 
we were permited ro overthrow Epilcopall gorern- 
ment and ro abrogare puplick laws ng and take 
away one of the three Eftates, wee are ſufficiently 
cleared thereof by the a&ts of the Aſſembly, abro- 
gating, and aboliſhing Epiſcopall government in this 
Kirke for infallible reaſons contained inthe ſaid at, 
and alfo by our anſwer pybliſhedro the declaration 
emitred in e116 Commiffoners name [which for bre- 
viry we for bearero infert herein) whereby we have 

evinced that our p ings arc not 
eomrairt to the laws of the Kingdome, or ve 
of any lawfull third Eſtate, and which partof the 
Proclumation doth clofe, withan undeſerved impn- 
razion 
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ration to our ley ry 
rous ads ſo derogatory to royall 2athority, and 


: r 
other reaſons importing true Monarchicall govern- 
ment, the Commiſfioner was forced to diffolvethe 
Aſſembly ; bue the fame is ſo generally expreſſed, 
that it appeares evidently to be done of plaine pur- 
poſe to make us harefull , which weh willhce 
work that end,unlefſe ſoine ſpeciall at of diffoyalty 
or malverſation could be fpectally condiſcended up- 
ona( which andoubredly had notbeen omirtedifir had 
been poffible)ocherwayes thar dark cloud of !! 
tearms cannot obfuſcat rhe pure brightnefſe ofonr 
ſincere intentions, unleſſe our true ation of 
grievances , and earneſt humble legall re- 
dreſſe thereof ar his Majeftics hands , may deferve 
thataſperfion in the eyes of theſe Councelfours who 
think themſelves oblidged rather in abſolure obedi- 
ence, than a duetifull repreſencation to their Sove. 
raigne, of what is juſt and warrantable, where- 
in we appealeto all the world, ifeitherour procred- 
ings, or opinions be any wayes derogatory to the 
rruc power of Monarchicall governement or his 

jefſties authority, which we are oblidged co de- 
fend with our lives and fortunes by oar Covenant. 
And wherein the Proclamation, inthat parr there- 
of, anemthe Commiſſioners diſcharge of the Aﬀem.. «Aw! 
bly, is infinuate _ exprefsian ot his we 1} 
lingneſſeto returnthe next morning torheAſſtmbly, u 
We declare that we were moſt ſenſible of rhe bens: == 
fire of his Graces preſence, and receaved great con- 
rentmenr by that countenance of _ tuthority if 
enctation , whereof we would never havede. 
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of any ſuch intcation , but thetrurh is, that having 
called our ſelves ro our beſt remembrances, we heaed 
no word or expreſſion tending that way z but by che 
contrarie we did humbly requyre his Grace togivein 
the reaſons of his diſcontentment in write and to re- 
rurathe next day again,at which timewe ſhould give 
in ſufficient anſwers therto which mighe wypeaway 
all his Graces objeRions, and move him to continue 
his wiſhed preſcnce to that Aſſembly, whereat He 
had publickly profeſſed he could ao longer aſſiſt: bue 
this bcing refuſed and rhe Aſſembly dilcharged by 
Him, We were neceſſitate ro proteſt both Tad 
and the day following upon the mercate croſle of 
Glaſgow, and to ſhow,that inconſcience of our ducty 
to God and his truth, the King and his honour, the 
Kirk and her liberties, this Kingdome and her peace, 
this Aſſembly and her freedome, to ourſclves and 
our fafery, ro our poſterity , perſons, and cſtares, 
Wecould not diſſolve the Aſſembly forthe reaſons 
following. 1. For the reaſonsalready printed ancnt 
the conveeninga generall Aſſembly , whichare now 
moreſtrong in thus caſe, ſering the Aſſembly was al- 
ready indifted by his Majeſties authority, did con- 
veenand is fully conſtitute in allrhe members there. 
of, according to the word of God and diſcipline of 
this Kirke, in preſcnce and audience of his Majzſtics 
Commiſſioner , who hath really acknowledged the 
ſame by aſſiſting thercin ſeven dayes, andexhibicion 
of his Majeſtics royall declaration to be regiſtrate in 
the books of this Aſſembly which accordingly was 
done, 2. For the reaſons contained in the former 
Proteſtatioas made in name of the Noblemen, Bar- 
rons, Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and Co:nmons, whercun. 
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to we did then judicially , and donow aQually ad- 
heate,as alſounto the confeſsion of Faith and Cove- 
nant ſubſcribed and ſworn by the body of this King- 
dome. 3. Becauſe as we arc oblidged by the appli- 
cation and cxplication ſubjoyned neceſsarly ro rhe 
confeſsion of Faith ſubſcribed by us, ſothe Kings 
Majeſtic, and his Commiſſioner, and privic Coun- 
cell, have urged many of this Kingdome to ſubſcribe 
the confeſſion of Faith made i» anno 15 80.And 1590. 
And fo to returne to the dodrine and diſcipline of 
this Kirk as.it was then profeſſed, bur it is cleare by 
the dotine and tiſcipline of this Kirk , thatit was 
moſt unlawfull in the (elf, and prejudiciall ro theſe 
q_—_ which Chriſt in His word hath left ro 
us Kirke ro diſſolve or break up the Aſſembly of 
thus Kirke: or to ſtop and ſtay their proceedings in 
conſtitution of a&s,for the well-faire of the Kirke or 
execution of diſcipline againſt offenders, and ſoro 
make irappear that religion and Kirke governement 
ſhould an ablolurely upon the pleaſure of the 
prince. 4. Kecauſe there is no ground of pretence, 
cither be at of Aſſembly , or Parlument, orany pre- 
cceding praftiſe , whereby rhe Kings Majeſtic may 
diſſolve the generall Aſſembly of the Kirke of Scot- 
land, far leſſe his Majeſties Commiſhoner , who by 
His commiſhon hath power to indi, and keepir, 
ſecundum legem & praxim , but upon the contrary his 
Majeſties prerogative royall is declared by at of 
Parlament to be no waycs prejudiciall tothe privi= 
ledges and libertics which God hathgranted to the 
ſpirituall office bearcrs, and mectings of this Kirke, 
which are moſt frequently ratified in Parlaments, 


, and eſpecially in the laſt Parlament holden by his. 


Majeſtic 
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Majeſtie himſelf which privi and libertics of 
che Kirk, his Majeſtic will never diminiſh or infringe, 
being bound ro mantaine the ſame in integrity by ſo- 
lemne oath given at his royall coronation in this 
Kingdome. 5. The Afsemblies of this Kirke have 
ſtill enjoyed this freedome, of uninterrupred firting 
withour, or norwithſtandingany contramand , as 1s 
evidentby all che records thereof , and in ſpeciall b 
the generall Aſsembly holden in anno 1582, which 
being charged with lerrers of horning by rhe Kings 
Majeſtie His Commiſſioner , and Councell, to ſtay 
their proces againſt M*, Robert cMontromerie preten- 
ded Bi of Glaſgow: Or otherwayes to difsolve 
and riſe, did notwithſtanding ſhow their liberry and 
freedome by continouing and fitting ſtill, and with- 
outany ſtay going on in that proces againſt the aid 
M* Robert, to the hinall end thereof, and thereafter by 
lerter to his Majeſtic did ſhow clearly, how far his 
Majeſtic had been mifinformed , and upon miſinfor- 
mation prejudged the prerogative of 7eſus Chriſt and 
the liberties of this Kirke, and did ina and ordaine 
that none ſhould procure any ſuch warrand or 
charge underthe paine of excommunication. 6. Be- 
cauſe now ro diſsolve after ſo many ſupplications 
and complaints, after ſo many reiterated promiſes, 
dfccr our long arrendance and exp:Ration, after ſo 
many references of proceſses from Prevbyrerics , af-' 
cer the publick indiction of rhe Afsembly, andthe 
ſolemne faſt appointed for the ſame , and after fre. 
vent convention and formall conſtirution of the AC. 
embly in all the members thereof and ſevendayes 
irring: were by this a& ro off:nd God, contemne the 
Subjeas petitions, deccare many of epoonamocd 
opes 
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hops of redreſse of the calamities of the Kirke and 
Kingdome, multiplic the combuſtions of this Kirk, 
and make —_— deſpaire hereafter ever to {ce 
religion cſtabliſhed , innovations removed, the Sub- 
jets —_— reſpected, or the offenders puniſhed 
with conſent of authority, and ſo by caſting the Kirk 
and Eſtate looſe and deſolate , would abandone both 
to ruine. 7. It was moſt neceflaricrocontinuethis 
Aſsembly, for preveening the prejudices which 
might enſue upon the pretence of two Covenants, 
whereas indeed « here is bur one: that firſt ſubſcribed 
in 15$0, and r$90. being anationall Covenantand 
oath to God, which is lately renewed by us with that 
necefſare explanation which the corraprions intro- 
duced fince that time contrare to the ſame, enforced: 

which isalſoacknowledged intheat of Councell in 
September laſt , declaring the ſameto be ſubſcribed 
as it was meaned the time of the firſt ſubſcription, 
and therefore , for removing that ſhame and all pre- 
judices , which may follow. upoa the ſhow of rwo 
different Covenants and confeſſions of Faith in one 
nation,the Aſsembly could noe diffolve before it had 
tryed, found, and determined that both theſe Cove- 
nants are but one and the ſelf fume Covenant : The 
hrter renewed by us, agreeing to the true genuine 
ſenſe and meaning of the firſt as it was ſubſcribed i» 
anne 1580, 

And further inthe ſaid Proclamation , the trainee eAnext 
of our Proteftatioa is taxed , becauſe we havethere- yr 7 
by preſumed to cite thoſe of his Majeſties Councell gz. 
who have procured, ſubſcribed, or ratified this Pro- Jaane, 
clamarion, to be refponſall to his Majeſtic and three 
Eſtates of Parlament , whereas the ſame co_—_ 
juniy 


_ HE g 
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juſtly quarrelled, becauſe ir is grounded upon the 
law of the Kingdome, and ch by the at of 
Parlament therein cited 1 2. a&t Par. 2. lame? 4.which 
at is grounded upon good reaſone: for it were 
ſtrangerothink that Councellours giving bad coun- 
ccl] ro the evident prejudice and ruine of the coun- 
trey, and publick derriment of the good Subjects, 
ſhould not be countable thereforeto his Majcſtic and 
His Eſtates:and itis not withour inſtance in our laws, 

thatperverſe counſell hath been given in miſguiding 

the Kings and common good of this realme aR 6. 

Par, 1. ſames 4. which is alſo 6s = ca A 
reduction of grants made by Kings to thele perverſe 
Counſcllours a& z.Par. 4. and act 5.Par. 1. James 4+ 
Theperverſenes of which miſguyding counſdl, harh 

bren aſſuredly the cauſe why in the nextParlament in 

the year immediatly ſubſequent, the Kings Councell 

was choſen in Parlament, and ſworn inpreſence of 
the King and three Eſtates, and ordained to be re. 

ſponſallagd accuſcable to the King and three Eſtates 

for their counſcll. Which clcareth that both evil 

counſcll may be given, and thatthe Councell may be 

accuſed before the King and Parlament for malver- 

ſarion in thcir charge. Likeas his Majeſticinthe P ro- 

clamation, maks all perſons lyablero the Parlamenc 

and generall Aſscmbly , and ſo giveth way to this 

previous citation, which may ſerve for a forewarn- 

ing and intimation that they may beaccuſed if they 

bee guilty , as we know all are not, and wiſh that 

none were, 

All which heavy objeQtions and imputations are 
premitted in the Proclamation tothe concluſion and 
command thereof, which rclolverh intorwo _—_ 

e 
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the r, diſcharging obedience to jor of Afzem- FQ 
bly, and lic all who obey from cen- yr 
ſure, and Protection to erect Ratrony 


and inhidicing al Precbyreried, Scſhons ofKirks, Mi- gudoar © 
niſters within this realme in rheic Sermons, Scſhons, , anſwer 
and meetings, or any otherwaycs, toauthorize, ap- therewss 
prove, or low, the Alsembly ar Glaſgow, or do any #% 
deed which may countenancethe ſaine, under 
to be puniſhed with all rigour: And commanding all 
who Gaal | hcare them,to delare the ſame,under paine 
of hat 7. like puniſhments, likewayes ſtrauly _—_ 
and commanding all Indges within this 
Clerks, and Writers, not to grant or palse . bill 
ſummond, or letters, or any other execution what- 
ſoever, upon any ac, or deed, proceeding from the 
faid Aſfscmbly:and all keepers oft he Signet from 
neting thereof, under all higheſt paine. And the 
cond head commanding al all Subjects ro ſubſcribe 
and ſwear the Confeſſion commanded by his Maje- 
ſtiecontorme to the ſenſcand meaning of the decla- 
ration publiſhed by the Commiſſioner, whereunto 
we need not here make any anſwer, but remitrs the 
ſame to a ſpeciall anſwer publiſhed inprint madero 
that declaration. Bur for the firſt the ſame is fo far 
repugnantto the word of God, praQtiſe of the primi. 
tive Kirke, the laws civill and canonicall, the cu- 
ſtome of all nations , the conſtitutions of our gene» 
rall Aſsemblics, a&s of Parliament, practiſe of other 
judicarorics within this Kingdome, tothe confeſſion 
of Faith and diſcipline of rhis Kirke, as we cannot 
believe any ſuch commandments ro proccad from 
our gracious King , but from the malice and miſfin- 
formatioa of our adverſaries, — II'S 
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ſundry generall Afemblics upon complaints made 


PROTESTATION 


whoſe puitineſe affrighterh them eg 
deſerved cenſure, which is clear. 1, Thatthe fame 
is contrare to the law of God, from that place of 
Scripture Matt. 18. Where in the Kirk is command- 


- ed abſolurcly ro inflit cenfures. 1. Cor. 5. Wherein 


the Kirk did execute that commandment. And the 
Kirks of Pergamus and Thyatira,arc reproved for nor 
executing Ecclcfiaſticall cenſures againſt thoſe who 
hcld thedodrine of Balaam,or of Iezebel. 2. Rev. So 
tharthe power of the keys in Ecclefiaſticall cenſures 
s ſointrinſecally and ſo effentially competent ro the 
Kirk and general Aſsembly jure drvine, as obcdicnce 
to her decreers and executions thereof cannot be 
ſaſpended,far lefſe raken away and diſcharged by hu- 
mane anthority,more nor the power of preaching & 
adminiftration of the Sacraments. 2. Ir is contrare 
ro => mrs the Apoſtolick andPrimitive Kirks, 
whoſe conſtant practiſes was to execute the ſpiritu- 
all fun@ttons and cenfures , and notwithſtanding hu- 
mane” prohibitions, to obry God rather than man. 
3. Iris contrarerothe civill law , f contra jus vel wtile. 
reatem publicam, vel per mendacium fuerit aliquid poſts. 
lawn vel impetratum ab inperatore. Et tituls de di- 
werſis reſcriptis & pragmaticis ſanitionibus, 4. The 

is contrareto the Cannon law derret. decretal, 
extravayan. titulo de reſtriptis. 5. Itis contrary to the 
vniverſall cuſtome in all nations ordaining their Iu- 
dicatorics to do juſtice, norwichſiaading their Prin- 
ccs prohibition: as is cleare by Convarnuis in Spaine, 
Pepper in France, Suedwyne in Germanie, cc, uponthe 
title de reſcriptis ant conititutionibus principun. 6. T0 
the conſtirutions of generall Aſsemblics : becauſe in 


- 
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that the Kings Majeſtic and his Councell by their 
lerrers lome ſtope to the Kirk fromgoing on 
in her Eccleſtaſticallcenſures, eſpecially by atofthe 
generall Aſsembly conveaned inthe new Colledge 
of Sanitandrows , 20. _ i582, Ir is ordained 
that none being receaved to any Ecclefiaſticall fun- 
Qion,ofhce,or ce,{cek any wayby the crvill po» 
wer toexceme and withdraw themſelves from the 
juriſdiction of the Kirk, orprocure, obraine, or uſe 
any lerrers, or charges, cither be themſelves, or any 

in their name or at their command and in- 
ſtance, to impare, hurt , or ſtay, the ſaid juriſdiction, 
diſcipline, corr=Gion of manners, or puniſhment of 
their —_— ; - — orto _—_ _ 

10n , from I Alsembly, to 

Feelin and Qs Ecclefialtical CIC, 
and juriſdiction m—_— Gods word tothe office» 
bearers within the (aid Kirk , under the paine of ex» 
communication ſummarly, without any proceſſe,or 
admonition to be —_ by the judgement of 
the Elderſhip ,by the Miniſter , or Miniſters which 


ſhall be appointed by them, how ſoon it is known 
thar any of the faids headsare ; Likeas 
both the Kings Majeſtic and his Councell promiſed 
that none thereafter ſhould have that cauſe ro com- 


was never 


was diredtly againſt che word of Godand, laws of the 
| hey t Goda jt 


FROTESTATION, 


dome. And notwithſtanding of the ſaid 
Ling the ' Allembly did proceed - - in Antry 
cate the ſaid Mr. hoe. Furtherin the Aſsembly ar 
Edinburgh the 27. of Tun 1582. Sefl. 7. t 
the grievances preſented by the Kirk to the King,t 
firſt is that his Majeſtic by deviſe ofſome Councel. 
tours is moved to take upon him that ſpirituall po- 
wer and authority which properly belongeth to 
Chriſt as only King and head of his Kirk, the Mini- 
ſerie and execution whereof is only given to ſuch 
as bear office in the Ecclefiaſticall governement of 
che ſame, fo tharin his Majcſtics perſon ſome men 
to ere a Poped opedome, as th his Majeſtic 
_ not be full King and head of this Common- 
fwqrd be 


_ alſwell rhe ſpicituall as. cemporall 

in his Majcſtics hands, unlefle Chriſt 

be reft of his authoritic, and the rwo juriſdictions 
confounded , which God hath divided, whichdire- 
Rly trends to the wrack and overthrow of all true re. 
ligion , &c, And in the Aſsembly holden at Ediz- 
hin Otobcr 1582. Sf. 15. Surmmonds are di- 
be thegenerall Aſscmbly againſt the Kings Ad- 
vocate, for drawing up the Kings Proclamationof 
that ſtraine.7, The foreſaid command is alſo contrare 
ro —_— of CO becauſc as the acts of Parla- 
every matter for its own ludicato- 

loa to oF Indicavieicd there own freedome, fo 
much more doththis liberty belong to the nationall 
— —_—— being the fupreme Iudicatory Eccleſia- 
Kirkand only competent ludgein mat- 

vers ny unportant, and fo ncerly coacermng Gods 
beoor workin immediatly,the falyation ofthe 


peoples ſouls, the { ofthe purity cy 
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ſhip, the purging away the corruptions thereof, and 
right conſtitutions of the Kirke whoſe liberriesand 
—_— $are confirmed Par. x2. King Jawes 6. and 

ar. 1, King Charles, Likeas bythe 12, Par. 114.-a& 
King [mes 6. anxo 1 592. The libertic and diſcipline 
of the Kirk eſpecially in her Presbyreries and Afsem- 
blics are fully and firmly ratified, with declaration, 
that the at ofthe Kings Majcſtics prerogative royall 
over all Eſtates and perſons ſhall nowayes be pre- 
judiciall rothepriviledges which God hath given ro 
the ſpiricuall office-bearers in the Kirk, concerning 
heads of religion, matters of herefie , excommunica- 
tion, collation, and deprivation of Miniſters,or any 
ſuchlike cfentiall cenſures eſpecially grounded and 
having warrand of the word of God, with fall po- 
wer even to the particular Presbyreries to pur order 
to all marrers and cauſcs Ecclefiaſticall within their 
bounds, according tg the diſcipline of the Kirke, 
8.The Lords of Councell andSefſion by at g2.Par. 
6. King lame? 6. are ordained to proceed inall civil 
cauſes intended or ing before them, or tobe 
imended , and to cauſe execute their decrees, not« 
withſtanding any private writting, charge, or com- 
mand from the Kings Majeſtic, or His Councell in 
the contrare and _ 47.44, tt. Par King [ames 6. 
All licences and ſupcrſcderces purchaſt from his Ma- 
jeſtie, are diſcharged as contempe done tothe law, 
asgreat hurt tothe lieges, and contrare tojuſtice,and 
declareth the ſame to be null ofthe law, and notad. 
miſſible beany judge, nor effectuall to the purchaſer 
any wayes, and ordaineth all j within this re» 
almeto proceed and do juſtice,ficlike and in the ſame 
maner as if the ſaid ſu &licences never had 
been purchaſt nor produced, Likeas by the 106. act 


—_— 
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Par, 9. King Janes 6. All licences granted be his Ma- 
jeſtic ro hinder the execution of acts agaiaſt Papiſts 
and otheradverſares of the true religion are diſchary- 
ed and declared to be of no force. According to 
which it hath been che ordinary cuſtome both in ci- 
vill and Eccleſiaſticall Iudicatories (notwithſtanding 
of privie warrants or prohibitions contrare to law 
which commonly are impetrate ffom his Majeſtic 
upon miſinformation ) to proceed and miniſter ju- 
ſtice. 9. To diſcharge obedience to the acts of the 
Aſſembly , ſtope the execution thereof, protect and 
defend ſuch as are delinquents and under the Kirks 
cenſurc,doth directly repugneto thelarge conteſhon 
of Faith of this Kirk. Whercin Cap. 19. the third 
mark of the true Kirk is afhrmed ro beupright,mini- 
niſtration of Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline,as Gods word 
preſcrives, for eſtabliſhing good ordour and repreſ. 
ſing of viceand ſo no more canbe impeded nor juſtly 
taken from the Kirkthen any ofher other rwo marks 
viz. The right preaching of the word and miniſtrati- 
on of the ſacrament : And therefore inthe oathat 
the Kings coronation, he ſweareth tro mantaine this 
Confcſhon , and theſe three marks ofthe Kirke , and 
particularly that he ſhall be carefull ro root out of his 
Empire all Hereticks and enemies to the worſbip of 
God, that ſhall beconvict be the true Kirk of God of 
the foreſaids crunes, 10, Intheſhort confeſſion of 
Faith ſworn 1580, and 1590, and renewed by the 
greateſt and beſt part of this Kirke and Kingdome, 
with an explicayzon renewed alſo at his Majcſtics 
command by his Councell: All are bound to con- 
cinue in obedience of the doctrine and diſcipline of 
the Kirke and defendthe ſame according to their vo- 

cation 
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cation and power. So that ſeeing this generall AC. 
nn Oh mes in their conſticution, acts, 
and whole proceedings according to the diſcipline 
of this Kirke of Scotland 1580, and i590. contain- 
ed in the ſecond book of diſcipline: which in boch 
theſe years were ordained to be regiſtrate and ſworn 
ro by allche Miniſters of this Kirk, as the diſcipline 
thereof, and Wherein the civill and Ecclefiaſticall 
juriſdiRion are fo clearly diſtinguiſhed in the 1, Caps 
Lib. 2, as the power of the {word may nowaies ſtope 
orimped the power of the keyes: and inthe 7. Cap. 
the Elderſhip and Aſſemblies hath powerto execute 
Ecclefiaſticall puniſhmene upon all rranſgrefſours 
and proud contemaers of the Kirk. And inthe 19.cap. 
the office of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate isdeſcryvedto 
affilt and mantaine the diſcipline ofthe Kirk,and pu- 
niſh thoſe civilly who will not obey the cenſures 
thereof, without confounding alwayesthe one juril- 
dition with the other: and this order of Ecclefiaſti- 
call diſcipline, coadeſcended upon in general Aſſem- 
blics as warranted by divine authority to beexecure 
notwithſtanding any humane inhibition , is ſer down 
before the Plalmes in merter : and therefore we can 
never expect that his Majeſtic, who our of his pious 
inclination to juſticeby a late Proclamation 22. Sep- 
tember laſt hath declared and ordained that all His 
Subjects borh Ecclcfiaſticall and civill ſhall be lyable 
to the tryall and cenſure of generallAfﬀembly or any 
other Iudicatoric comperent , will now ſtay the exe- 
cution of the lawfull and grave ſentences of this na- 
tionall Kirk, ſo comfortablers us, and ſo _— 
for mantaining the puriry of religion: which his Ma- 
jxticincheend of the A ed raaents hath 

promiſed: 


Ts. 
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promiſed to defend, and His Subjedts in the - 


ſion thereof, which is inc ble with the 
ofexcommunicate and obſtinare perſons. Bur there. 
fore weare aſſured that his gracious Majcſtic will be 
pleaſed ro allow that reverence and allready obedi- 
ence may be deferred ro the whole as, conſtiruti- 
ons , and cenſures of the ſaid generall A\lembly, by 
all HisSubjc&ts, whoundoubtedly a! neceſſarly are 
oblidged to obedience of all the lawfull commands 
and injunRtions of the mother Kirk if they would be 
accounted membery or ſons thereof, 

By all which cloud of weighty reaſons the war. 
rantableneſle of our juſt proceedings doth evident! 
appcar,notwithſtanding of all the arguments ofc 
lenge adduced againſt us in the ſaid Proclamation: 
And therefore for theſe and many other reaſons, We 
the members ofthis Aﬀcmbly, in our own names, 
and in the name of the Kirke ot Scotland , whom we 
repreſent, And we Noble-men , Barrons, Gentle. 
men, Miniſters , Burgeflcs, and Commons; before 
mentioned, do ſolemnly declare in the preſcace of 
theeverliving God and before all men: And proteſt 

That our thoughts are not guilty of any thing 
which is not incumbent to us, as good Chriſtians 
towards God, and loyall Subje&tsrowards our Sa- 
cred Soveraigne. And we atteſt God the ſcarcher 
of all hearts, that our intentions and whole procced- 
ings in this preſent Aſſembly have been and thall 
continue according tothe word of God,theliws and 
conſtitutions of this Kirke, the confeſhon of Faith, 
our natiqnall oath, agd that meaſure of light , which 
God the Father of light hath granted unto us, and 
that in the fanceriry of 
OCcupauon or paſſion, 
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our hcarrs, without any pre- 
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- That it was and is moſt fawfull and neceſſary for 
us to fit (till and continue in keeping this preſence A 
Embly indicted by his Majeſtic , uncill after conclu. 
fon of all matters ir be diffolved by commoncon- 
ſent of allrhe members thereof, and that fortrying 
judging aad cenfſurcing all the by-gone evils, and the 
introducors, and provyding a ſolide courſe for the 
continuance of Gods truth in this land with puriry 
and liberry , according ro his word, our oath and 
confeſhon of Faith , and the lawfull conſtructions 
of this Kirk. 

Thatthis Aſſembly is and thould be eſteemed and 
obeyed as a moſt lawtull, full andfree generall Aſ- 
ſembly of this Kingdome, And thar all acts ſencen- 
ces, conſtitutions, cenſures and proceedings ofthis 
Aſſembly (whercof the generall and principall acts 
are to be publiſhed, ) are in the (elf, and ſhould be re- 
puted, obeyed, and obſerved, by allthe Subjects of 
this Kingdome;, and members of rhits Kirke; as the 
as, ſentences, conſtizutions , cenſures and proceed- 
ings of a full and free generall Aſſembly of this Kirk 
of Scotland : And to have all readyrexecurion, under 
the Ecclefiaſticall panes contained or to becontain- 
ed thereim, and conform. therers inall points , and 
ſuchlike that whoſocver preſumeth router any un- 
ducrifnll ſpeach againſt the ſame, may be duely ccn- 
ſarcd and we ne. puniſhed. _ 

We proteſt that all and every member of this re- 
formed Kirke 'cfoldly and faithfully joynandcon- 
curre ia their ſeverall callings and ſtations,ro advance 
further and aſhſt the execution and obedience ofthe 
whole ads of this A , by allmcans which 
their ability can afford: as - atte& the advances 
F*. ment 
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ment of Gods glary arid the work of reformation 
OR monis il decmetebats 
we ag410 
ons laide upon us in the {aid Proclamation , and char 
qur whole anfwers are not only true m every poynt: 
bur likewife ſufſhciently CC encon 
al unjuſtimpurations, & to juſtific the lawfulnes and 


neceſlity olc cedings and y 
which hath been anctalrnchly blamed. Likeas be 
theſe preſenrs we ſummond and cite all thoſe of his 
Majeſties Councell, or any other , who have pro- 
cured, canſenced, ſubſcribed, or ratified this preſent 
Proclamation, ro be reſponſableto his Majeſtic and 
three Eſtates of Parlament , for their coundell given 
inthix marrer, ſohighly importing his Majeſtic, and 
the wholc realme;conformero the 2 a&t Par. z King 
Lewes 4. And proceſt for remead of law againſt them 
and every one of them. 

We proteſt that a is and may be [awfull unto us ro 


defend and mantaine the religion, laws, and liberties 
of this Ki , the Kings authority in defence 
thereof, and every one of us another inthat cauſe ac- 
coting c0-0ur power, vocation,and Covenant, with 
eur beſt countell ,bodics , lives, nan 
firength, againſt all perſons whomſoever:and againſt 
all external, and coor invaſions, and that inthe 
obcdicnceand obſcrvance of the a&ts of this Aﬀern« 
bly and national} mother Kirk. 


. That whatſdeveriaconrenzents ſhal fal ourby impe. 


,molcſting,or ſtayingrhe obſervance and obedi- 
> ee me & concluſions of this 
, Orexecution to follow 


Aſſembly 
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lawfull defence and aanreaioence thereof, who moſt 

delired the concurrence of his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner to this lawfull Aſſembly, and do yer 
full with humble vebernencic beg his Majefhies gra- 
czous apgoobetien thereunto, but on the contrare 
hat the Prelares and their adberents, who have pro- 
teſted , and declined this preſent Aﬀſermbly mcoaſci- 
ence of their 0wn guikineſle, vordaring abide to any 
legall wyall, and by weir rauſintarmanon did move 
the Commuſhaner bis Grace,todepart and diſcharge 
this Adembly , be eſteemed, and holden ( as 
they truely are) the diſturbers of the peace and over. 
throwery of the liberties of the Kirk, and guilty of 
all the evils which hall follow hereupon, and 
condingly cenſurcd according to the greatneſſe of 
their faulrs and aRts of the Kirk and . 

We proteſt that none hercafter ſubſcribe the Co- 
venant formerly ſubſcribed by the Commiſſioner 
his Grace in Councell , as they will eſhew the dan- 
ger of a contradictory oath , but that all and every 
one ſubſcribe the Covenant renewed in Februaric 
laſt. And thar with this ſenſe, meaning, and conditi- 
on, that they ſubſcribe the ſame conforme to rhe de- 
termination and declaration of this Aſſembly ar 
Glaſrow allancrly. 

e proteſt that as wee adheare till all former 
Proteſtations and every one of them made in the 
name of rhe Noblemen, Barrons, Gentlemen, Mini- 
ſters, and Commons reſpective for the time, So we 
may have his Majeſties royall approbatian to this 
preſent Aſſembly, whole acts and confliturions ther- 
of, and all our proceedings and behaviour in this bu- 
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lineſſe, which we aſſuredly expeR from his -— 
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ro anier of alecend for them- 
foickidackedinfiruments This 
was of 2 great confluence of people } 
upon the mercate crofle of Edinburgh the 18. day 

of December, x 6 3 8. 
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